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SANTA CLAUS RUG: STEP-BY-STEP CROCHET TUTORIAL

FINISHED SIZE: Approx. 18" x 20"
MATERIALS & TOOLS STITCH KEY

. @ . ch = chain s¢ double crochet

s¢ =single crochet  3-dc cluster
" 1. THE FACE & HAT

dc = double crochet

sl st = slip stitch

' 3. UPPER COAT

EOWER COAT & BORDER 6 ADDING DETAILS
:-;"3: .'13"‘;

YOUR FINISED SANTA RUG!

Your festive crochet
creation is complete!
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Below is a complete English-language crochet tutorial based on your Santa Claus rug chart.
It uses US crochet terminology, follows the chart’s color scheme and stitch key, and is
organized step by step so an American crocheter can follow it from the beginning to the
finishing details.

One important note for accuracy: the image is a visual crochet chart, but it does not provide
a written stitch count, yarn weight, finished dimensions, or a complete row-by-row pattern. I'll
distinguish the instructions directly supported by the chart from the construction guidance
needed to work the rug, rather than inventing exact stitch counts that could make the
finished design inaccurate.

SANTA CLAUS CROCHET RUG

Complete Step-by-Step Crochet Tutorial (US Terms)

Create a festive Santa Claus crochet rug featuring a red hat, a detailed face, a fluffy white
beard, rosy cheeks, a red coat, a black belt, and a bright yellow buckle. This tutorial follows
the colors, stitch symbols, decorative fan motifs, and overall shape shown in the original
crochet chart.

Step 1: Gather Your Materials

Before you begin, prepare all your materials so you can work comfortably and change colors
as needed.

Materials and Supplies

Red yarn: For Santa's hat, coat, outer decorative sections, and selected details.
White yarn: For Santa's beard, face background, hat trim, and white decorative
sections.

Light peach yarn: For Santa's skin, cheeks, and ears.

Black yarn: For the belt, pupils, and other dark details.

Yellow yarn: For the belt buckle.

Pink yarn: For Santa's nose and rosy cheeks.

Crochet hook: Choose a hook appropriate for your yarn. Check the yarn label for its
recommended hook size.

Scissors: For cutting yarn.

Yarn needle: For weaving in ends and sewing on separate details.

Stitch markers: Helpful for marking the beginning of rounds and section boundaries.
Measuring tape: For checking the rug's dimensions.

Non-slip rug backing (optional): Useful if the finished rug will be placed on a
smooth floor.
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< ch(chain)
o sl st(slip stitch)
| X sc(single crochet)

N | .fdc (double crochet)

I/ 3-de cluster

Color markers
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Choosing the Yarn

For a rug, choose a durable yarn that can tolerate regular use. Cotton, sturdy acrylic, or a
suitable rug yarn can work well, depending on the intended use.

Use yarn of a similar thickness throughout the project so the sections fit together
consistently.

For a traditional Santa appearance, use bright red, clean white, peach, pink, black, and
golden yellow.

Choosing the Crochet Hook

Use the hook recommended for your yarn as a starting point. If your stitches are too loose,
try a smaller hook. If they are too tight, try a larger hook.

For a rug, aim for a fabric that is firm, even, and stable without being so tight that the hook
becomes difficult to insert.

Important: The original chart does not specify yarn weight, hook size, gauge, or finished
measurements. These choices will determine the final size of your rug.

Step 2: Understand the Crochet Chart

The chart is the visual guide for the entire design. Before crocheting, identify the main
sections and the colors used in each one.

The Main Parts of Santa Claus

The rug consists of these recognizable elements:

1. Santa's hat: A red, curved section at the top, with a decorative scalloped
appearance.

2. Hat trim and face background: White sections that separate the hat from Santa's
face.

3. Santa's face: A light peach area with black eyes, a pink nose, rosy cheeks, and

white eyebrows or facial details.

Santa's beard and mustache: Large white decorative sections made from repeated

crochet motifs.

Santa's coat: A broad red section surrounding the lower portion of the beard.

Black belt: A horizontal black band across the lower coat.

Yellow buckle: A square-shaped yellow frame with a dark central opening.

Outer edging: A decorative red border around the lower and side portions of the

design.

s
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The repeated fan-shaped motifs are an important feature of this chart. They create the
textured, scalloped appearance of the hat, beard, coat, and outer border.
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How to Read the Chart

Follow the direction indicated by the black arrows. These arrows show the intended direction
of work for the indicated sections.

The numbers beside the arrows mark row or round transitions in the illustrated sections.
They should not be interpreted as a complete written count for the entire rug.

The chart does not include enough written information to establish every stitch count, joining
point, or increase. Therefore, use the visible shape, color boundaries, and stitch symbols
together when working.

Step 3: Learn the Stitch Symbols (US Crochet Terms)

The chart includes five main stitch symbols. Become familiar with them before starting the
rug.

Chain Stitch (ch)

The chain stitch creates the foundation of a crochet project and the spaces between
decorative motifs.

How to crochet a chain:

1. Make a slip knot and place it on your hook.

2. Yarn over.

3. Pull the yarn through the loop on your hook.

4. Repeat until you have the required number of chains.

Each completed chain forms a small V-shaped link.

In the chart, chain stitches appear as small oval shapes. They help form the open spaces
and curved edges between the fan motifs.

Slip Stitch (sl st)
Slip stitches are used to join sections, move across stitches, and finish rounds.
How to crochet a slip stitch:

1. Insert your hook into the indicated stitch or space.
2. Yarn over.
3. Pull the yarn through the stitch and the loop already on your hook.

The chart represents slip stitches with small solid dots.

Keep slip stitches neat and avoid pulling them too tightly, especially when joining decorative
sections.
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Single Crochet (sc)

Single crochet produces a compact, sturdy fabric. It is useful for small details and for
creating a firm edge.

How to crochet a single crochet:

1. Insert your hook into the indicated stitch.

2. Yarn over and pull up a loop. You now have two loops on your hook.
3. Yarn over again.

4. Pull through both loops.

The chart marks single crochet with an X.

Single crochet is particularly useful when you need a stable fabric around small features or
when reinforcing an edge.

Double Crochet (dc)

Double crochet is one of the main stitches used in the decorative fan-shaped motifs.
How to crochet a double crochet:

Yarn over.

Insert your hook into the indicated stitch or space.

Yarn over and pull up a loop. You now have three loops on your hook.
Yarn over and pull through the first two loops.

Yarn over again and pull through the remaining two loops.

akrowbd-~

The chart uses a T-shaped symbol for double crochet.

Double crochet creates taller stitches, allowing the fan motifs to spread into a decorative
shell shape.

Three-Double-Crochet Cluster (3-dc cluster)
The chart includes a three-double-crochet cluster symbol.
For a standard cluster worked into the same stitch or space:

Yarn over and insert your hook into the indicated stitch or space.

Yarn over and pull up a loop.

Yarn over and pull through two loops.

Repeat the partial double crochet until you have three unfinished double crochets on
your hook.

5. Yarn over and pull through all the remaining loops.

hnh =

Follow the chart's placement for each cluster. A cluster differs from three completed double
crochets because its stitches are closed together at the top.
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If your pattern source defines a different cluster construction, follow that definition.

Step 4: Practice the Decorative Fan Motif

The fan or shell-shaped motifs give this Santa rug much of its distinctive texture.

Before working on the main design, practice a few motifs using scrap yarn.

How to Make a Fan

The precise number of double crochets and chains in each fan must be read from the chart's
individual symbols. The image does not provide a separate written count for every fan.

To practice the basic shape:

Create a short foundation chain.

Work into the indicated foundation stitch or chain space.

Crochet a group of double crochets into that same location.
Space the stitches evenly so they spread outward.

Secure the motif at the next indicated stitch or space.

Repeat the same general shape to form a row of decorative fans.

ok wh=

This is a practice motif, not a substitute for the exact stitch sequence in the chart.

Tips for Consistent Fans

Keep the height of your double crochets consistent.

Avoid making the chain spaces excessively tight.

Keep each fan's base securely anchored.

Compare neighboring fans as you work.

Check that the fabric lies flat instead of curling or forming unwanted waves.

If the fans overlap too much, check your stitch tension. If the fabric becomes excessively
wavy, review the spacing and increases.

Step 5: Make a Gauge Swatch

A gauge swatch helps you estimate the final size before committing to the entire rug.

How to Make the Swatch

Choose the yarn and hook you intend to use.

Make a foundation chain.

Work several rows of double crochet.

Include a few decorative fans if you plan to use them throughout the rug.
Fasten off and allow the swatch to relax.

Measure the width and height of a representative section.

2 o
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The chart does not specify a required gauge. Your swatch is primarily a tool for estimating
dimensions and checking that the fabric is stable.

Why Gauge Matters

If your stitches are very loose, the rug may become floppy. If they are too tight, the fabric
may become stiff and the decorative motifs may lose their shape.

For a rug, consistency and a flat finish are more important than matching a garment-style

gauge.

Step 6: Plan the Construction of the Rug

Before beginning the main work, decide how you will assemble the design.

The supplied chart shows the complete Santa image, but it does not explicitly identify
whether every part is crocheted continuously or whether some decorative sections are made
separately and joined.

For a faithful result, do not assume that every colored area represents a separate piece.

Recommended Working Method
Use the chart as a visual placement guide and work in manageable sections.

Identify the central areas and their boundaries.

Mark the locations of the face, beard, hat, coat, belt, and buckle.

Decide where your working yarn will begin and how the sections will connect.
Use stitch markers to identify important boundaries.

Compare your work with the chart frequently.

akrwbd-~

If your original pattern source includes separate instructions for particular sections, follow
those instructions when joining the pieces.

Important: The chart alone does not establish a reliable foundation-chain count or a
complete sequence of increases and decreases. Do not guess those counts if exact
dimensions and proportions are essential.

Step 7: Crochet Santa's Red Hat

The hat is the large red section at the top of the image.

It has a rounded silhouette and several rows of decorative fan-shaped motifs.
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Working the Hat

Locate the lowest edge of the hat in the chart.

Identify the direction of the arrows for the hat section.

Begin at the starting point specified by your pattern source.

Work the foundation stitches or chain spaces required for the first row.

Use the indicated double crochets, chains, and clusters to create the first decorative
row.

Continue following the chart's curved outline.

Change the placement of the fans as shown in each successive row.

Maintain the rounded shape as the work progresses toward the top.

Check the hat's outline against the chart before proceeding.

abrwbd-~
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Creating the Scalloped Appearance

The hat's decorative edge is made up of repeated fan-shaped sections. Work these motifs
with consistent height and spacing.

Do not add extra fans simply to fill a gap. First check the preceding stitch placement and the
shape of the row.

Checking the Hat

Before moving on, make sure that:

The hat has a broad, curved shape.

The red area follows the chart's outline.

The fans are evenly spaced.

The lower edge is positioned correctly above Santa's face.
The fabric lies flat.

The chart does not clearly specify a separate pom-pom or a written brim pattern, so do not
add these as required elements unless they appear in your original instructions.

Step 8: Crochet the White Hat Trim and Face
Background

White yarn separates Santa's red hat from his face and helps create the pale background
around his facial features.

Working the White Sections

1. ldentify the white areas directly beneath the hat.

2. Follow the chart's stitch symbols and arrows for these sections.

3. Work the required chains, slip stitches, double crochets, and clusters in their
indicated positions.

4. Maintain the rounded outline around the upper part of the face.
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Keep the white sections aligned with the red hat.
6. Check that the face background is large enough to accommodate the eyes, nose,
mustache, and beard.

The chart contains many white or light-colored decorative motifs. They form part of the
design rather than a single plain white patch.

Color Changes
When changing from red to white:

Complete the final stitch of the red section, stopping before its last yarn-over.
Yarn over with white and complete the stitch.

Secure the red strand if it will not be used again immediately.

Continue with white, keeping the transition neat.

PN~

If you are working separate pieces, leave a yarn tail long enough for sewing or weaving in
the end.

Step 9: Crochet Santa's Face

Santa's face is positioned beneath the hat and above the main beard.

It includes peach-colored skin, two black eyes, a pink nose, rosy cheeks, and light-colored
facial details.

Creating the Face Area

Follow the chart to locate the peach-colored face section.

Work the indicated stitches and spaces in the peach yarn.

Maintain a rounded shape at the top and sides.

Ensure that the face aligns with the hat above and beard below.

Leave the appropriate positions for the eyes, nose, eyebrows, and cheeks.

aokrwbd-~

The chart's stitch placements should guide the facial outline. Avoid adding unmarked rows or
changing the shape without checking the overall proportions.

Making the Eyes
The chart shows two black eyes.

Mark the position of the first eye using the chart.

Create the eye with the indicated black stitches or motif.
Position the second eye symmetrically.

Check their height and spacing before securing the yarn ends.

PN

The eyes should appear balanced on either side of the center of the face.
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The chart does not provide exact stitch counts for the eye shapes. If the eyes are made
separately, use the image to guide their size and placement.

Creating the Nose
The nose is pink and sits near the center of the face, between the eyes and the mustache.

Identify the center line of the face.

Work or assemble the pink nose motif.

Place it centrally.

Check that it does not cover too much of the surrounding white mustache area.

N

The chart shows a broad, rounded nose. Preserve that shape rather than making it
excessively narrow or pointed.

Adding the Rosy Cheeks

The peach or pink cheek areas sit to either side of the nose.

Locate the cheek shapes in the chart.

Work the corresponding color motifs.

Place them at approximately the same height on both sides.
Compare their shape and size.

Secure the yarn ends neatly.

abrowbd~

The chart uses peach-colored details around the eyes and cheeks, with pink accents at the
outer sides. Keep these colors distinct so the facial features remain recognizable.

Adding the Eyebrows and Other Facial Details

Use the white, peach, and other indicated colors to reproduce the small curved details above
and around the eyes.

Work these details according to the symbols and positions in the chart. If they are made
separately, arrange them on the face before sewing them down.

Step 10: Crochet Santa's White Beard and Mustache

The beard is one of the largest and most recognizable parts of the rug.

The chart shows multiple layers of white fan-shaped motifs extending from beneath the nose
toward the lower face.

Working the Mustache

1. Locate the white sections immediately beside the nose.
2. Follow the chart's fan shapes on the left and right sides.
3. Work the indicated double crochets and chain spaces.
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4. Keep the two sides balanced.
5. Maintain the open, curved appearance of the mustache.

The mustache should frame the nose without hiding the cheeks or eyes.

Working the Main Beard

Identify the upper edge of the beard beneath the mustache.

Follow the direction of work shown in the chart.

Repeat the indicated white fan motifs.

Arrange successive rows so the beard widens and extends downward as illustrated.
Keep the stitch tension consistent.

Compare the beard's outline with the red coat surrounding it.

Continue until the lower beard follows the chart's rounded, layered silhouette.

Nooabkowh=

Maintaining the Beard's Texture

The fan motifs create the appearance of layered beard strands. Keep the fans distinct
instead of pulling them together tightly.

Check that:

The beard is centered beneath the face.

The mustache sits symmetrically around the nose.

The lower beard has the broad, rounded outline shown.
The white motifs remain visible.

The beard does not distort the surrounding red coat.

The chart does not specify an exact count of fans per row in written form. Use the original
symbol placements rather than applying an arbitrary repeated count.

Step 11: Crochet the Red Coat

The red coat occupies the broad lower section surrounding Santa's beard.

It has a rounded outer shape and repeated fan-shaped motifs that match the decorative style
of the hat.

Working the Coat

Locate the upper boundary of the red coat on either side of the beard.
Follow the chart's arrows to determine the intended direction of work.
Work the indicated red fan motifs.

Continue along the sides of the beard.

Maintain the broad outer silhouette shown in the chart.

Work the lower red sections around the belt.

Continue the decorative red border along the bottom of the design.

Nooabkowd~
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Keeping the Coat Symmetrical
Use the central line of the beard and buckle as reference points.

As you work, compare the left and right sides of the coat. The motif placement should create
a balanced outline.

Do not add extra stitches merely to make the sides look equal. First check whether the chart
indicates a different number or arrangement of motifs in that area.

The Outer Edge
The chart shows a scalloped red edge along the lower part of the coat and up the sides.

Follow the depicted chains, fans, and joining stitches. Keep the border even so the rug will
lie flat.

The original chart does not give an explicit written edging count, so the exact number of
stitches around the perimeter must be established from a more detailed pattern or by
carefully tracing the symbol placements.

Step 12: Crochet the Black Belt

The black belt crosses horizontally through the lower coat, beneath the beard.

It provides a strong visual contrast with the red coat and yellow buckle.

Working the Belt

Locate the horizontal black band in the chart.

Identify the black stitch motifs on either side of the buckle.
Work the indicated black stitches and chain spaces.
Maintain a consistent height across the band.

Keep the upper and lower boundaries visually straight.
Check that the belt aligns with the buckle at the center.

S

The chart includes black decorative motifs within the belt, rather than showing the entire
area as a solid, plain band. Reproduce the indicated motif arrangement where the chart is
clear.

Checking the Belt
Before finishing the belt section, make sure:

It extends across the intended width of the coat.

Its height is consistent.

The buckle is centered.

The black area remains visually distinct from the red coat.
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The exact stitch count and row count for the belt are not provided in the image.

Step 13: Crochet the Yellow Belt Buckle

The buckle is a yellow, square-shaped frame positioned in the center of the black belt.

The chart shows a yellow outer area and a dark central opening.

Creating the Buckle

Identify the central point of the belt.

Mark the intended buckle position.

Work the yellow stitches following the chart's square outline.
Keep the corners defined but not excessively tight.

Leave the central opening in the arrangement shown.
Check the buckle against the width of the belt.

ok wd~

Keeping the Buckle Square

When working around corners, use the increases or corner spaces required by your
construction method.

The supplied chart does not provide a complete written corner-increase sequence. If you are
making the buckle as a separate motif, check the dimensions as you work and compare it
with the chart.

Attaching the Buckle
If the buckle is crocheted separately, position it centrally on the belt.
Use a yarn needle to sew it securely around its perimeter, leaving the dark center visible.

If the buckle is crocheted as part of the main piece, follow the chart's indicated color
transitions and central opening instead.

Step 14: Complete the Decorative Outer Border

The border gives the rug its finished outline and reinforces the decorative appearance of the
design.

The chart shows red scalloped motifs around the lower edge and sides, with additional
colored sections in the hat and coat.

Working the Border

1. Inspect the entire outer edge.
2. Identify any unfinished chain spaces, fan motifs, or joining points.
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Work the remaining red border motifs according to the chart.
Keep the spacing consistent.

Secure the final round or edge with the indicated joining stitches.
Weave in the yarn ends.

o kW e

Preventing a Wavy or Curled Edge
Lay the rug on a flat surface periodically.

If the edge waves excessively, the border may have too many stitches or too much tension
variation. If it pulls inward, the edge may be too tight or may need the increases specified by
the original pattern.

Do not automatically add extra stitches to correct the problem. First compare the edge with
the chart and check the tension.

Step 15: Assemble the Sections

If your chosen construction method produces separate pieces, assemble them only after
checking the overall layout.

Arrange the Pieces
Lay the pieces on a flat surface in their intended positions:

Hat at the top.

Face beneath the hat.

Mustache and beard around the lower face.
Coat surrounding the beard.

Belt across the lower coat.

Buckle in the center of the belt.

Decorative border around the outside.

Sew the Pieces Together

Thread the yarn needle with a matching yarn color.

Align the joining edges.

Use a neat, consistent sewing stitch.

Avoid pulling the seams so tightly that the fabric puckers.
Secure the yarn ends on the back.

Recheck the rug's outline as each section is attached.

S o

If your design is worked continuously, use this stage to inspect the joins between color
sections and secure any loose ends instead.
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Step 16: Weave in All Yarn Ends

Finishing the yarn ends is essential for durability.

How to Weave in Ends

Thread a yarn tail into the yarn needle.

Pass the needle through the backs of several stitches of the same color.
Change direction and pass through a few additional stitches.

Avoid pulling so tightly that the fabric gathers.

Trim the excess yarn carefully.

akrowbd =

For sections that will experience regular use, secure the ends thoroughly.

Avoid leaving long loose strands on the back of the rug, especially if the rug will be placed
where people walk.

Step 17: Shape and Flatten the Rug

After assembly, check the rug's shape before using it.

Lay the Rug Flat
Place the finished piece on a clean, flat surface.
Check that:

The hat lies flat.

The beard and coat do not curl.
The buckle remains square.
The belt is straight.

The outer border sits evenly.
The face is centered.

Blocking
Whether blocking is appropriate depends on the yarn.

For yarn that tolerates gentle wet blocking, follow the manufacturer's care instructions.
Shape the rug carefully and allow it to dry completely.

Avoid applying excessive heat or stretching the fabric aggressively. Some yarns can lose
their shape or texture if treated improperly.

Do not place the rug on the floor while it is damp.
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Step 18: Add a Non-Slip Backing (Optional)

If the Santa rug will be used on a smooth floor, consider adding a compatible non-slip
backing.

Choose a backing suitable for your floor type and the rug's yarn. Follow the backing
manufacturer's installation instructions.

Make sure the backing does not make the rug unstable, excessively stiff, or difficult to clean.

A crochet rug without a non-slip backing may slide on tile, hardwood, or other smooth
surfaces.

Step 19: Final Quality Check

Before using or gifting your Santa Claus rug, inspect the finished piece.

Design Checklist

The red hat has the curved shape shown in the chart.
The white sections separate the hat and face.

The face has two balanced black eyes.

The pink nose is centered.

The peach and pink cheek details are positioned correctly.
The white mustache frames the nose.

The beard has the layered fan-shaped appearance.
The red coat surrounds the beard.

The black belt crosses the lower coat.

The yellow buckle is centered on the belt.

The outer border is complete.

All yarn ends are secured.

The rug lies flat.

The finished piece is suitable for its intended use.

Step 20: Care and Maintenance

Proper care will help preserve the color, shape, and texture of your rug.

Cleaning

Check the yarn label before washing. Depending on the fiber, the rug may be
hand-washable, machine-washable, or suitable only for spot cleaning.

Use a gentle cleaning method appropriate for the yarn. Avoid harsh chemicals that could
cause the red, black, pink, or yellow colors to bleed.

Allow the rug to dry completely before placing it back on the floor.
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Storage

When the rug is not in use, store it clean and dry. Folding or rolling it gently can help protect
the decorative motifs.

Avoid placing heavy objects on top of the rug for long periods, as they may flatten the raised
fan motifs.

Troubleshooting Guide

Problem: The Rug Is Curling at the Edges

Possible causes: Uneven tension, too few stitches around a curved edge, or an unsuitable
hook size.

What to do: Check the stitch tension and compare the edge with the chart. Adjust the
construction only where the pattern supports an increase or other correction.

Problem: The Fan Motifs Look Uneven

Possible causes: Inconsistent double-crochet height, irregular chain spaces, or incorrect
stitch placement.

What to do: Practice the fan motif separately and keep the height and spacing consistent.

Problem: The Face Looks Asymmetrical

Possible causes: The eyes, nose, or cheeks are not centered or are positioned at different
heights.

What to do: Mark the center line before attaching the details. Arrange both sides and
compare them with the chart before securing them.

Problem: The Belt Buckle Looks Crooked

Possible causes: The buckle is off-center or its corners have inconsistent dimensions.

What to do: Measure the belt's midpoint and reposition the buckle. Check the shape before
sewing it down permanently.

Problem: The Rug Is Too Loose
Possible causes: A hook that is too large or yarn that is too soft for the intended use.

What to do: Test a smaller hook with the same yarn and compare the resulting fabric before
continuing.

Problem: The Rug Is Too Stiff
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Possible causes: Excessively tight tension or a hook that is too small.

What to do: Try a slightly larger hook and make another swatch. The finished fabric should
be stable but still flexible enough to lie flat.

Final Notes

This Santa Claus crochet rug combines colorful decorative motifs with recognizable holiday
details. The key to achieving the appearance in the chart is consistent tension, careful color
placement, balanced facial features, a centered belt buckle, and a smooth outer edge.

For the closest possible match, keep the original chart beside your work and compare each
completed section before proceeding.

Pattern accuracy note: This tutorial is a detailed visual construction guide based on the
supplied image, not a verified stitch-for-stitch transcription. The image does not contain
enough information to determine every foundation chain, stitch count, round count, increase,
decrease, joining point, or finished measurement. Those details should not be treated as
established pattern instructions without a more complete source.

With careful planning and attention to the chart, you can work toward a festive Santa Claus
rug that preserves the design's red hat, white beard, colorful face, red coat, black belt, and
yellow buckle.

Add a prominent chart limitation warningReframe this as a visual guide
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