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🐶 DIY Upcycled Denim Beagle Patch 
Tutorial 
Turn old denim scraps into a charming handcrafted beagle patch using raw-edge patchwork, 
controlled fraying, embroidery, and simple sewing techniques.  
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This tutorial follows the exact structure, measurements, and assembly logic from the original 
graphic guide so you can recreate the project from start to finish with consistent proportions 
and professional-looking results. 

Perfect for jackets, backpacks, tote bags, pillows, or wall art. 

🧵 Materials & Supplies 

Fabrics 

You will need the following fabric types: 

●​ Dark or mid-wash denim 
●​ Light blue denim 
●​ Tan corduroy 
●​ White cotton flannel 
●​ Denim backing fabric or canvas 

Sewing Supplies 

●​ Fabric scissors 
●​ Small embroidery scissors 
●​ Fabric chalk or washable marker 
●​ Sewing pins or clips 
●​ Sewing machine 
●​ Black thread 
●​ White thread 
●​ Blue thread 
●​ Hand sewing needle 
●​ Zig-zag sewing capability 
●​ Fray-control adhesive or fabric glue 
●​ Iron and ironing board 

Decorative Supplies 

●​ 2 black buttons (2.5 cm diameter) for eyes 
●​ Optional embroidery hoop 

📐 Finished Patch Size 
Final assembled patch size: 

●​ Width: 20 cm (7.9 inches) 
●​ Height: 26 cm (10.2 inches) 

Total beagle artwork area before mounting: 
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●​ Approximately 22 cm wide × 28 cm high 

✂️ Step 1 — Prepare the Pattern Templates 
Start by creating all pattern pieces on paper or cardstock before cutting fabric. 

Main Head Shape 

Cut one head background piece from blue denim. 

Measurements: 

●​ Width: 12 cm 
●​ Height: 11 cm 

This rounded shape forms the outer head silhouette. 

Ear Pieces 

Cut 2 ear pieces from darker blue denim. 

Measurements per ear: 

●​ Width: 6.5 cm 
●​ Height: 8 cm 

The ears should taper slightly toward the top and widen at the bottom. 

Nose Muzzle Piece 

Cut 1 muzzle piece from white cotton flannel. 

Measurements: 

●​ 5 cm × 5.5 cm 

This lower muzzle piece sits beneath the nose. 

Upper Nose/Muzzle Section 

Cut 1 upper muzzle section from white cotton flannel. 

Measurements: 

●​ Approximately 5 cm wide 
●​ Rounded shape matching the graphic proportions 
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Additional Facial Pieces 

Cut: 

●​ 2 tan cheek/eye patches from tan corduroy 
●​ 1 center forehead strip from light denim 

Important Seam & Fray Allowance 

Leave: 

●​ 0.5 cm seam allowance 
●​ 1.5 cm extra edge space where decorative fraying is desired 

Lightly iron all fabrics before assembly. 

🪡 Step 2 — Prepare and Organize the Fabric Layers 
Arrange your fabrics before sewing. 

Suggested Fabric Placement 

●​ Dark denim → ears and side head sections 
●​ Light denim → center forehead stripe 
●​ Tan corduroy → cheeks and eye areas 
●​ White flannel → muzzle 
●​ Mid-wash denim → body and paws 

Lay all pieces flat on a table and compare symmetry before stitching. 

🐾 Step 3 — Assemble the Face Panel 
This is the central feature of the project. 

Build the Base Head Layer 

Place the main blue denim head shape flat on your work surface. 

Then layer: 

1.​ Center forehead denim strip 
2.​ Tan cheek patches 
3.​ White muzzle sections 
4.​ Ear pieces 
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Placement Guidelines 

Head Width 

●​ Approximately 12 cm total 

Forehead Strip 

●​ About 7 cm wide at the top center 

Muzzle Width 

●​ 4 cm wide at the base center 

Ear Position 

●​ Ears attach near the upper side curves 
●​ Widest point approximately 7 cm across 

Pin everything in place carefully. 

Secure the Layers 

Apply small amounts of fray-control adhesive beneath each fabric section. 

Then machine stitch around the edges using: 

●​ Tight zig-zag stitch​
 or 

●​ Short straight stitch 

Keep stitches close to the edge for a handmade patchwork appearance. 

✂️ Step 4 — Create the Raw-Edge Fringe Effect 
This tutorial uses controlled distressed edges for texture. 

Raw Edge Technique 

Sew around the fabric pieces first. 

Then use embroidery scissors to carefully snip small fibers along exposed denim edges. 
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Fringe Distance 

Leave: 

●​ About 0.3 cm between stitch line and fringe cuts 

Controlled Distressing Method 

Make tiny perpendicular cuts toward the stitch line. 

Do NOT cut through the stitches. 

Gently rub edges with your fingers to loosen denim fibers. 

This creates the classic frayed Americana patchwork style. 

Areas Best for Fraying 

●​ Ear edges 
●​ Outer head shape 
●​ Jacket edges 
●​ Paw edges 

Avoid excessive fraying on: 

●​ Nose 
●​ Small facial details 
●​ Embroidery zones 

🧵 Step 5 — Assemble the Body Panel 
Now create the lower body section. 

Body Measurements 

●​ Approximate body height: 12 cm 
●​ Paw base width: 11 cm total 

Body Components 

Cut: 

●​ Main torso piece 
●​ 2 leg patches 
●​ 2 paw pieces 

Use: 

●​ Mid-wash denim for body 
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●​ Light denim accents for paws 

Layering the Body 

Arrange: 

1.​ Body center piece 
2.​ Leg patches 
3.​ Paw pieces 

Pin all layers. 

Machine stitch around each piece using zig-zag stitching. 

Connect Head to Body 

Place the completed head panel slightly overlapping the upper body section. 

Stitch securely through all layers. 

👀 Step 6 — Attach the Eyes and Nose Details 

Eye Buttons 

Use: 

●​ Two black buttons 
●​ 2.5 cm diameter 

Hand-sew the buttons securely through multiple fabric layers. 

Nose Construction 

Create the nose using: 

●​ Black fabric​
 or 

●​ Satin stitch embroidery 

Center it directly above the muzzle seam. 
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🧶 Step 7 — Add Embroidery and Whiskers 
This stage gives the beagle expression and personality. 

Embroidery Thread 

Use black embroidery floss or strong black thread. 

Embroidery Areas 

Add: 

●​ Eyebrow lines 
●​ Muzzle contour lines 
●​ Mouth line 
●​ Whiskers 

Whisker Guidelines 

Each whisker line: 

●​ Approximately 2 cm long 

Use simple curved stitches extending outward from the muzzle. 

Decorative Stitching 

Optional stitches: 

●​ Running stitch 
●​ Backstitch 
●​ Cross stitch accents 
●​ Visible sashiko-inspired top stitching 

Keep embroidery balanced on both sides. 

🪡 Step 8 — Attach the Patch to a Backing Fabric 
Before attaching to clothing, mount the artwork onto a stable base. 

Recommended Backing Materials 

●​ Heavy denim 
●​ Canvas 
●​ Duck cloth 
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Backing Size 

Prepare a backing panel: 

●​ Slightly larger than the beagle artwork 

Center the beagle assembly carefully. 

Pin securely. 

Stitching Options 

You may use: 

●​ Tight zig-zag stitch 
●​ Hidden slip stitch 
●​ Decorative border stitch 

Sew slowly around the perimeter. 

👕 Step 9 — Apply the Patch to a Jacket or Garment 
The tutorial example places the patch on the back of a denim jacket. 

Best Garment Choices 

●​ Denim jackets 
●​ Canvas totes 
●​ Work shirts 
●​ Hoodies 
●​ Backpacks 

Positioning Tips 

Center the patch: 

●​ Between shoulder seams 
●​ Slightly above mid-back level 

Pin before sewing. 

Attachment Method 

For durability: 

●​ Use heavy-duty thread 
●​ Sew twice around the outer edge 

A zig-zag stitch gives the most secure hold and reinforces the distressed patchwork style. 

https://handcrafted.craftsforlove.com


●​ https://handcrafted.craftsforlove.com    SEE THE BEST PATTERNS 

🧷 Patchwork Methods Used in This Project 

1. Raw-Edge Patchwork 

Fabric layers are sewn without folding edges inward. 

This creates visible texture and dimension. 

2. Controlled Distressing 

Small edge snips create decorative fringe without weakening seams. 

3. Machine Piecing 

Sections are joined precisely using machine stitching. 

4. Hand Embroidery 

Facial features and whiskers are added manually for realism. 

5. Button Attachment 

Buttons provide raised dimensional eyes. 

🧼 Care Instructions 
To keep your patch looking great: 

Washing 

●​ Wash cold 
●​ Gentle cycle 
●​ Turn garment inside out 

Drying 

●​ Air dry recommended 
●​ Avoid high heat 

Maintenance 

Trim loose fringe threads occasionally to maintain a clean distressed look. 
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💡 Extra Creative Ideas 
You can customize your beagle patch by: 

●​ Adding a bandana 
●​ Using plaid fabric ears 
●​ Embroidering the dog’s name 
●​ Adding patches around the border 
●​ Using recycled jeans from different washes 
●​ Creating matching smaller patches for pockets or sleeves 

🐶 Final Result 
You now have a handcrafted upcycled denim beagle patch with: 

●​ Layered patchwork construction 
●​ Decorative frayed denim edges 
●​ Embroidered facial details 
●​ Dimensional button eyes 
●​ Authentic Americana handmade style 
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