\
\!
=@V &S
0;2/:? %/I//%yo“‘ttr

O+

02N . X X O_F_h__,_"__;.._“_ §
St o e

L o
oo:-.’f% %n-——w—-‘“"*‘"’*— A

>

{ e
NN

—
—
..--I"'i""'qI ,.q.—vq'_.-'__._

__l—ni,_,_‘__.ﬂ__'__u % % X f/o
SEEEER U 22!
S WS
; ¢ % 3 \ \b\a:o
)

¥ 4 J@

o=

) il 7
I A=AREY
i 2 £

-

e =

ECZ7INNG 5

=2
a;,f@

od /

LS

SN
B NS
N NS
SN % {H“m\ “ed )
U/*/ ' \\ Yo AL \\\a »
LI ATIN S
O c - chain stt x pb - single crochet T pa - half double crochet
@ Blue chcangada 'f pa - double crochet ¥ pad - treble crochet

@ Total chapero crochet @ pad - treble crochet * px - slip stit



Materials and Tools Required

To successfully complete the Crochet Peacock Rug using traditional United States crochet
terminology and construction methods, gather high-quality worsted weight cotton or
cotton-blend yarn in the following colors: deep navy (body), teal, emerald green,
gold/mustard, and accent blue. Cotton is strongly recommended for rugs due to durability,
stitch definition, and washability. Use a US size G/6 (4.0 mm) or H/8 (5.0 mm) crochet hook
depending on your tension. Additional tools include stitch markers, sharp yarn scissors, a yarn
needle for weaving ends, measuring tape, and a non-slip rug backing if the finished piece will
be placed on hardwood or tile flooring.

Understanding US Crochet Terminology

This pattern uses standard American crochet terminology. Chain (ch) forms the foundation.
Slip stitch (sl st) is used to join rounds. Single crochet (sc) creates tight structure. Half double
crochet (hdc) builds moderate height. Double crochet (dc) creates height and curvature.
Treble crochet (tr) provides dramatic extension, especially for feather detailing. Understanding
stitch height progression is essential: sc < hdc < dc < tr. This rug relies heavily on controlled
increases to maintain circular symmetry before expanding into feather motifs.

Gauge and Foundation Structure

Gauge is not critically restrictive for rugs; however, maintaining consistent tension ensures
structural integrity and flatness. Before beginning, crochet a small swatch in double crochet to
confirm your stitches are even and not overly tight. Tight stitches cause curling; loose stitches
cause rippling. The rug begins with a magic ring (preferred US technique for closed centers)
or ch 4 joined with sl st to form a ring. This central ring forms the peacock's torso base.

Constructing the Circular Body Base

Round 1: Work 12 dc into the magic ring. Join with sl st. Round 2: Ch 3 (counts as dc), 2 dc in
each stitch around (24 dc). Join. Round 3: Ch 3, *1 dc in next stitch, 2 dc in next stitch* repeat
around (36 dc). Join. Continue increasing evenly by adding one dc between increases each
round to maintain a flat circle. The circular geometry follows the traditional increase formula:



increase 12 stitches per round when using double crochet. Maintain flatness by periodically
placing the piece on a flat surface. If edges ripple, reduce increases slightly. If cupping occurs,
increase more frequently.

Shaping the Peacock Neck and Head

Once the body circle reaches the desired diameter (typically 18—24 inches for a medium rug),
transition to shaping the neck. Attach navy yarn at the upper center of the circle. Using double
crochet rows (not rounds), build upward in rows, decreasing gradually at each side to taper
the neck. Use dc2tog (double crochet two together) at row beginnings and endings to create
smooth inward shaping. For the head, slightly widen for two rows, then decrease to form a
rounded top. Add a small extension using single crochet for the beak area. Embroider the eye
or use a small black yarn stitch for detail.

Creating Dimensional Feather Fans

The dramatic fan of feathers is constructed in layered arches around the circular base. Attach
teal yarn at the outer edge. *Ch 5, skip 2 stitches, sc in next stitch* repeat around to create
arch spaces. In each arch space, work layered stitches in the following sequence: sc, hdc, 5
dc, 3 tr, 5 dc, hdc, sc. This produces the elongated feather eye structure. Alternate colors
(gold, blue, green) for interior detailing by surface crocheting or working partial rounds within
each fan motif. Maintain symmetry by counting arches carefully before transitioning colors.

Feather Eye Detailing Technique

Using gold yarn, create oval clusters inside each feather using chain loops joined with slip
stitches. For the inner eye, use blue yarn and work 6—8 double crochets into a small magic
ring, then sew into the feather center. Traditional US finishing practice recommends securing
decorative motifs with a yarn needle rather than relying solely on slip stitches for durability.

Balancing and Structural Integrity




After completing the feather rounds, inspect the rug for even tension. If slight rippling appears,
steam block lightly using a steam iron held above (not touching) the fibers. Block the rug flat
on a foam board or carpet surface using rust-proof pins. Allow to dry completely. This step is
critical for professional-grade finishing.

Finishing and Professional Best Practices

Weave in all ends securely using at least three directional passes. Trim excess yarn only after
confirming security. Add optional non-slip backing by hand stitching rug liner material to the
underside using whip stitch. For long-term care, machine wash on gentle cycle (if cotton),
reshape while damp, and air dry flat. Professional crochet standards emphasize: - Consistent
stitch height - Even color transitions - Clean edge finishing - Reinforced stress points (heck
and feather joins) - Structured blocking before use When completed, the Peacock Rug should
lie flat, display balanced feather symmetry, and maintain structural integrity suitable for
functional decor.



